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BIOCHEMISTRY

LIPASE. SERUM
LIPASE 6.3 <=60 U/L u/L ENZYMATIC

Specimen:
SERUM

Interpretation
Lipase hydrolyzes glycerol esters of long-chain fatty acids. Although lipase can be secreted by other glands and mucosa, only pancreatic
lipase is of interest in medical diagnosis. Therefore, lipase measurements on serum are used exclusively to investigate pancreatic

disorders.

Serum lipase concentration increases after an attack of acute pancreatitis. In general, increases in amylase and lipase run in parallel
course, but the elevation of lipase persists for a longer time. Elevations in serum lipase concentration may be also due to obstruction of
the pancreatic duct by a calculus or by carcinoma, in acute and chronic renal disease as well as in treatments with opiates. Clinical
diagnosis should not be made on the findings of a single test result, but should integrate both clinical and laboratory data.

Limitations

The triglycerides reagent contains a very high lipase concentration that interferes in lipase measurements by contamination of the
reaction cuvette that is not eliminated with ordinary washing. It is recommended to perform lipase measurements in series without
triglycerides assays and using a new cuvettes rotor. To avoid reaction cuvette well contamination, you may select the option of
Contaminated well in the contamination menu of the BA user software for the triglycerides test and select Washing solution 2 in step 1
and step 2.
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